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Mr. Reeder has admirably stated the law "in a nutshell," 
but to put so much law in one nutshell means a hard kernel. 
This, however, only the specialist on this branch of consti- 
tutional law will comprehend, the casual reader will find a 
difficult subject clearly stated and the brief maker abundant 
material in the notes. 



The Government of England. By A. Lawrence Lowell. 
New York : Macmillan Company., 2 vols. Pp. 1 1 10. Price, 
$4.50 net. 

The book is not simply a statement of what the government 
of England is to-day; it is an historical outline of the growth 
of that government, traced in large part through the vicissi- 
tudes of the years which have elapsed since the Reform Bill. 
There are two most striking features — the historical treatment 
and the wealth of detail. The historical treatment not only 
saves the book from dryness, but is especially indispensable in 
dealing with a government which is based so largely upon 
gradual growth and tradition. Where no written Constitution 
forms the backbone of political legislation, it is inevitable that 
an adequate view of that legislation can only be obtained by a 
chronological presentation of the various statutes and customs 
from which it has been evolved. This historical feature is 
especially marked in the chapters on the party system and in 
those on education. The great amount of detailed statements 
with which most of the book is so abundantly provided are, 
perhaps, not so fortunte from the ordinary reader's point of 
view. The student of comparative governments is interested 
in these matters, but the lay reader prefers a more condensed 
and generalized presentation of the case. In the chapters on 
the ministry and in those on procedure in the House of Com- 
mons, for instance, there is a vast amount of relatively minute 
information which will probably not prove of especial interest 
to the average reader. It must be remembered, however, that 
Professor Lowell has evidently aimed at a pretty comprehen- 
sive treatise, and if he has attained his object by the introduc- 
tion of minor matters, he has none the less put before the 
public a book which is in every sense what its title claims for 
it. To an American, probably the most interesting chapters 
are those devoted to a description of the party system. Party 
ties appear to be fully as strong in England as they are in 
the United States, and this is true both of popular elections 
and of parliament. But the attitude of a voter toward his party 
is a less selfish one in England, because a member of Parlia- 
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ment has no patronage which he can distribute among his 
constituents. From an interesting table of statistics the author 
arrives at the conclusion that party voting in Parliament is more 
steady and more on the increase than in Congress. To the 
lawyer, the four chapters on the courts will prove an attrac- 
tion. In these, Professor Lowell traces the history of the 
courts, their existing state since the Judicature Act, and the 
English conception of law as opposed to the Continental. These 
subjects naturally find a relatively small space in so comprehen- 
sive a work, but are ably treated, despite the necessary com- 
pression. 

5. L. 



